SUMMARY The ultrasonographic and necropsy findings in a male fetus with the megacystismicrocolon-intestinal hypoperistalsis syndrome are reported. The presence of vacuolation and degeneration in smooth muscle of bowel and bladder wall supports a previous suggestion that the macroscopic findings in this syndrome are the consequence of an underlying visceral myopathy. The unusual degree of severity of the findings in this fetus may explain the marked skewing of the sex ratio observed in affected liveborn infants.
The megacystis-microcolon-intestinal hypoperistalsis (MMIH) . S * .
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. . . . * . ; -, , . , , X * t , > , + -z . j . 4 A . } S . ; t Histology of the colon showed the outer muscle coat to be very thin with vacuolar muscle degeneration and normal ganglia. In the bladder wall there was abundant loose connective tissue separating groups of muscle fibres (fig 4) , which showed vacuolation and degeneration similar to that seen in the microcolon. The urethra was fully patent.
No other internal anomalies were found. The only abnormality shown by skeletal survey was mild flaring of the lower ribs secondary to the abdominal distension. Chromosome analysis of cultured lymphocytes showed a normal male karyotype.
Discussion
This is believed to be the first reported case of prenatal diagnosis of the MMIH syndrome resulting in termination of pregnancy. Although the precise diagnosis was not apparent at the time, subsequent necropsy studies strongly suggest that the fetus is likely to have had this condition. This conviction is based on (1) the absence of any urethral obstruction on careful dissection, (2) the presence of bladder hypertrophy in association with a microcolon, and (3) histological evidence of vacuolar degenerative changes in smooth muscle of colon and bladder, as documented in two newborn infants by Puri et al.7 Malrotation' 24 and unusual mesenteric adhesions8 have also been noted previously.
Prenatal ultrasound findings in the MMIH syndrome have been described before in the second trimester,5 9 but in these cases the 
